 	APPSA 2026 PRELIMINARY SCHEDULE
FRIDAY, OCTOBER 23 
4 PM: Conference Opening PLENARY SESSION, Cape Breton University, RBC Lecture Theatre
Keynote with Dr. Gaynor Watson-Creed
Opening reception and social in the CBU “Pit” Lounge - featuring CBU graduate Breagh Kelly and MBA student Ben Smith (Coastline).
SATURDAY, OCTOBER 24
Early-morning study/discussion walks on Saturday, October 24, and Sunday, October 25 (details to follow)
Light breakfast on campus / health breaks with refreshments between concurrent sessions 
Saturday, October 24: 9:00-10:30 -- Concurrent Sessions
	CE311
	CE312
	CE313
	CE318

	
“Towards and Understanding of Issues Facing Canada’s Housing Sector.” Harvey Johnstone (CBU)

 “Staying, Retreating or Relocating: Climate-induced relocation in Atlantic Canada.”
Isabelle Cote (Memorial University), Noah Schwarz (Memorial University), Josh Stevenson (Memorial University)

 “Public Policy, Private Mobility: Car Dependence and Transportation Equity in Newfoundland and Labrador.”
Jobayda Ara (Memorial University/University of Guelph), Rónán Martel (Memorial University) and Elizabeth Scwartz (Memorial University)

Chair/Discussant: Nicole O'Bryne
	
Panel: “Challenges in Governing New Brunswick: Lessons from the Lord, Graham, Alward, Gallant, and Higgs Years.”
Roger Ouellette (Moncton), Geoff Martin (MtA), Mario Levesque (MtA),  J.P. Lewis (UNB), Jamie Gillies (St. Thomas)



	
 “Academic Freedom and Legal Activism within US Higher Education.” Jeffrey Sachs (Acadia)

 “Securitizing Resistance.”  Kyle Alan Daley (UNB) 

 “Monopolies of Literacy from the Middle Ages to the Age of Artificial Intelligence.”
 Elsie Sheppard (McMaster)

Chair/Discussant: Jan Hancock
	
“Citizen Assemblies: Theory and Practice.”  Christopher Achen (Princeton)

“Citizens Assembling a New Democracy? The Rise – and Stall – of the 21st Century ‘Deliberative Wave’.”   Sean Howard (CBU)

“Phenomenological Politics and the Power of the Public.”  Hamid Andishan (CBU)

Chair/Discussant: Michelle Lahey





Saturday, October 24: 10:45-12:15 -- Concurrent Sessions
	CE320
	CE311
	CE312
	CE313

	

 “‘They want our resources and they want our consent’: Economic Reconciliation and Nation-Building in Canada.” Hannah Wyile (SMU)

 “Indigenous-State Relations in 21st Century New Brunswick.” Nicole O’Byrne (UNB)

 “Building Resilience Through Historical Reckoning: Canadian Approaches to Veterans, Memory, and Social Recovery.” Magdalena Paluszkiewicz-Misiaczek (Jagiellonian)

Chair/Discussant: Mario Levesque

	

Panel: “A Framework for Building Capacity, Resilience and Addressing Social Determinants in Mental Health Systems Through Interorganizational Collaboration and Policy Action.”  
Zainab Almukhtar (CBU), Judy Kelley (CBU), Philip Eappen (CBU), Abidemi Fasanmi (CBU)


	

 “Host State Participation in Emigrant Elections: A typology of Manipulation.” Nathan Allen (St.FX) and Elizabeth Wellman (Memphis)

“Foreign Interference in Canadian Democracy.”  Lori Turnbull (Dalhousie)

 “Screwing Up a Two Car funeral: Democratic Party Coalition Challenges Ahead of the 2028 U.S.  Presidential Election,” Jamie Gillies (St. Thomas)

Chair/Discussant: David Johnson
	

 “‘Brave New Worlds’” – ‘Canada’s Path’: The Non-Alignment Movement, and the End of Liberal Internationalism.” 
Asif Hameed (Carleton) & Alexandra Wishart (Carleton)

 “‘The end of a pleasant fiction’: Plurilateralism and Canada’s Post-Davos Foreign Policy.” George A. MacLean (UNB)

 “Carney and the Davos Doctrine”
Shaun Narine (St. Thomas)

Chair/Discussant: Noah Fry





Saturday, October 24: 1:45-3:15 : Concurrent Sessions
	CE311
	CE312
	CE313
	CE318

	 “Born to Lose? Pierre Poilievre and CPC Populist Messaging 2022-2026.”  Jamie Gillies (St. Thomas)

 “The Pragmatist and the Disruptor: The Unexpected Role of Leadership in the 2025 Federal Election.” Jonathan Malloy (Carleton)

 “Who benefits from early voting? An analysis of advance polls in Canadian federal elections.” Michael Wigginton (Acadia)


Chair/Discussant: Devin Beauregard


	 “Applications for Medical Assistance in Dying based on social determinants of health: An overview of eligibility criteria and compliance concerns.” Tammy Bernasky (CBU)

 “The Law and Evolving Ideational Boundaries: Section 7 and the Supreme Court of Canada's healthcare decisions post-Morgentaler.” Gregory Flynn (McMaster), David Said (McMaster), Tanya Kuzman (Toronto) and Nancy Hills (Waterloo)

 “Searching for a Critical Juncture in Canada’s Disability Movement.”
Joshua Stevenson (Memorial) and Mario Levesque (MtA)

Chair/Discussant: Zainab Almukhtar

	Thomas Hughes (MtA) is offering a presentation of his newly released book: Military Exercises and Threat Perception in Europe: NATO, Russia, and the Politics of War Games, 1975-2018.

“Publishing a politics textbook”
David Johnson (CBU) and Jan Hancock (CBU)
	“A Sect Begun and Spread: Benjamin Franklin and the Long March of American Liberalism.”
Geoffrey Kellow (Carleton)

“Clientelism as a Diagnostic for Democratic Theory.” Victor Bruzzone (Penn State)



Chair/Discussant: Andrew Biro



SATURDAY, OCTOBER 24: 3:30 PM
Keynote Plenary Session with the Honourable Dan Christmas
The Honourable Dan Christmas reflects on his 50-year career in First Nation politics and administration -- from his time as a Band Manager in the 1970s to his work as a Director with a tribal council in the 1980s and 1990, then as Senior Advisor with an economically successful Mi'kmaw Community during the 2000s and 2010s.  Dan also served as Canadian Senator from 2016 to 2023 and now works as a consultant assisting First Nations and Mi'kmaw organizations.   Dan traces his personal journey from the grips of government dependency towards the path of Mi'kmaw self-determination that offers self-sufficiency and self-reliance for First Nations. 
SATURDAY, OCTOBER 24: 7 p.m.
Conference social at The Old Triangle, 424 Charlotte Street, downtown Sydney. 

Sunday, October 25: 9:00-10:30 -- Concurrent Sessions
	CE311
	CE312
	CE313
	CE318

	“Arendt on Racial Evil and the Banality of Evil.” Conor Barry (St. Thomas)

“Time and Free Will: A Hybrid Theory of Well-Being.”  Kyley Ewing (CBU)

“Radical realism and Utopian thinking” Thilo Schaefer (Toronto)

Chair/Discussant: Hamid Andishan
	“New Approaches to (Formerly) Boring Subjects: Federal Arrangements & Public Policies in Relation to Territorial and Non-Territorial Forms of Diversity.”
Jill Vickers (Carleton) and Emma Gill-Alderson (Toronto)  


“Buyer’s Amnesia: Canadian Public Procurement Data Coverage in Review”  Noah Fry (Dalhousie)

“Millions feel the same way!”: Investigating Ideological Social Media Influencer and Parliamentary Political Issue-Attention Dynamics in Canada
Pascal Morimanno (Toronto)


Chair/Discussant: Jamie Gillies
	“The Higgs Revision of New Brunswick’s Official Languages Act: A Reframing strategy within a constrained agenda.” Michelle Landry (Moncton) and Timothy van den Brink (Moncton)

“Close Encounters of the C-34th Kind: The Potential Impacts of the Safe Social Media Act on Online Fan Communities,” Devin Beauregard (CBU/University of Ottawa)

“Political Leadership in Action: A Political Simulation.” Erin Crandall  (Acadia) and Andrew Biro (Acadia)

Chair/Discussant: Jonathan Malloy
 
 

	 

“Borders, Territory, and the Persistence of Conflict in the Horn of Africa.” Ian Spears (Guelph)

[bookmark: _GoBack]“The Withdrawal of Mali, Niger, and Burkina Faso from ECOWASS: Implications for Democratic Governance, Regional Stability, and Integration in West Africa.” Christian Akubueze (Dalhousie)

“Mojtaba’s Iran: Change and Continuity in the 3rd Republic.”  James Devine (MtA)

Chair/Discussant: George A. MacLean






Sunday, October 25 : 10:45-12:15 -- Concurrent Sessions
	CE320
	CE311
	CE312
	CE313

	
“‘It is better to be born with HIV than as a transgender’: Uncovering Agency in Transwomen Survivors of Gender-based Domestic Violence in India Through Alternative Pathways of Healing.”  
Sreemoyee Majumder (Carleton)

“Rights on Paper, Risks in Practice: Legal Protection and Lived Experience of LGBT+ People in the UK and the EU.” Joanna Everitt (UNB), Constantin Wurthmann (Johannes Gutenberg Univ. Mainz), Susan Dicklitch-Nelson (Franklin & Marshall College)

“From North America to the Donbas: Identity Formation and Social Integration of Foreign Volunteers in Ukraine.” Patrick Sauriol (McMaster)


Chair/Discussant: Ian Spears

	
“Towards a Critique of the ‘Republican’ Turn in Contemporary Marxist Thought.”
Igor Shoikhedbrod (StFX)

“Marx on China and the Asiatic Mode of Production.” Simon Kow (University of King’s College)

“A Marxian Theory of Racial Justice.” Gregory Slack (Middle Tennessee State)

“Variations on Vanguardism: Cultural Interpretations of the ‘Worker’s Revolution’.” Hamza Karam Ally (University of King’s College)


Chair/Discussant: Kyley Ewing
	
“Gender Parity in Canada: Comparing Initiatives in New Brunswick, Ontario and Canada.” Anna Johnson (Toronto/UNBSJ)

“Why Women Leave: Exit, Recovery and Aftermath in Nova Scotia Municipal Polities.” Rebecca Wallace (StFX) and Hailey Murphy (StFX)

“Healthy Communities, Healthy Governance & the Public Good.” Adlie Leviten-Reid (Dalhousie)

Chair/Discussant: Elizabeth Schwartz
	
“Standardized Early Warning Scores in Care Homes: Implementation, Outcomes, and Pathways for UK and Canadian Healthcare Systems.” Tara Marshal (These Hands Academy) & Zainab Almukhtar (CBU)

“Medicare in Nova Scotia: Private Interests Serving the Public Good?” Gregory P. Marchildon (Toronto) and Nicole O’Byrne (UNB)

“Geography shouldn’t dictate choice: Midwifery services and rural health equity.” Jackie Bonner (Association of the Friends of Cape Breton Midwives)

Chair/Discussant:  Janet Bickerton






12:30 (Sunday):  LUNCH / APPSA ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING



APPSA 2026
Paper Presenters, Panellists, Chairs, Featured Speakers
Christopher Achen — Princeton   
Christian Akubueze— Dalhousie  
Zainab Almukhtar — Cape Breton   
Hamid Andishan — Cape Breton    
Jobayda Ara — Memorial / Guelph   
Conor Barry — St. Thomas   
Devin Beauregard — Cape Breton  /  Ottawa   
Tammy Bernasky — Cape Breton   
Andrew Biro — Acadia  
Jackie Bonner — Association of the Friends of Cape Breton Midwives   
Lee-Anne Broadhead — Cape Breton 
Victor Bruzzone — Penn State   
The Honourable Dan Christmas
Isabelle Côté — Memorial   
Erin Crandall — Acadia   
Kyle Alan Daley — UNB   
James Devine — Mount Allison
Susan Dicklitch-Nelson — Franklin & Marshall College   
Philip Eappen — Cape Breton   
Joanna Everitt — UNB   
Kyley Ewing — Cape Breton    
Abidemi Fasanmi — Cape Breton    
Gregory Flynn — McMaster   
Noah Fry — Dalhousie   
Emma Gill-Alderson — Toronto   
Jamie Gillies — St. Thomas   
Asif Hameed — Carleton   
Jan Hancock — Cape Breton   
Nancy Hills — Waterloo   
Sean Howard — Cape Breton    
Thomas Hughes — Mount Allison
Anna Johnson — Toronto / UNB-Saint John   
David Johnson — Cape Breton    
Harvey Johnstone — Cape Breton    
Hamza Karam Ally — University of King’s College   
Judy Kelley — Cape Breton    
Geoffrey Kellow — Carleton   
Simon Kow — University of King’s College   
Tanya Kuzman — Toronto 
Michelle Lahey – Cape Breton  
Michelle Landry — Moncton   
Mario Levesque — Mount Allison 
Adlie Leviten-Reid — Dalhousie   
J.P. Lewis — UNB   
George A. MacLean — UNB   
Sreemoyee Majumder — Carleton   
Jonathan Malloy — Carleton   
Gregory P. Marchildon — Toronto   
Tara Marshall — These Hands Academy   
Rónán Martel — Memorial 
Geoff Martin — Mount Allison  
Andrew Molloy — Cape Breton
Pascal Morimanno — Toronto   
Hailey Murphy — St Francis Xavier   
Shaun Narine — St. Thomas   
Nicole O'Byrne  — UNB   
Kevin Orrell — Cape Breton  
Roger Ouellette — Moncton   
Magdalena Paluszkiewicz-Misiaczek — Jagiellonian   
Jeffrey Sachs — Acadia   
David Said — McMaster   
Patrick Sauriol — McMaster   
Thilo Schaefer — Toronto   
Elizabeth Schwartz — Memorial    
Noah Schwarz -- Memorial
Elsie Sheppard — McMaster   
Igor Shoikhedbrod — St Francis Xavier   
Gregory Slack — Middle Tennessee State   
Ian Spears — Guelph   
Josh Stevenson — Memorial    
Lori Turnbull — Dalhousie  
Tom Urbaniak — Cape Breton    
Timothy van den Brink — Moncton   
Jill Vickers — Carleton   
Rebecca Wallace — St. Francis Xavier
Gaynor Watson-Creed -- Dalhousie  
Elizabeth Wellman — Memphis   
Michael Wigginton — Acadia   
Alexandra Wishart — Carleton   
Constantin Wurthmann — Johannes Gutenberg Univ. Mainz   
Hannah Wyile — Saint Mary’s
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