MLA 9t Edition Quick Guide

Type of Source

Works Cited Format

In-Text Citation

Book

Surname, Given Name(s). Book Title. Publisher, year.

Warner, John. The Writer’s Practice: Building Confidence in Your Nonfiction Writing. Penguin Books,
2019.

Warner recommends ...
(130).

... (Warner 130).

Edition of a book

Surname, Given Name(s). Book Title. #th ed., Publisher, year.

Johnson, David. Thinking Government: Public Sector Management in Canada. 4" ed., Broadview Press,
2006.

Johnson says “...” (61).

One idea, “...” (Johnson 21).

Article, chapter, or
other work (e.g., a
short story, a poem) in
an edited book

Surname, Given name(s). “Article or Chapter Title.” Book Title, edited by Given Name(s) Surname(s) of
editor(s), publisher, year, pp. #-#.

Hay, Louis. “Psychoanalytic Reading and the Avant-texte.” Genetic Criticism: Texts and Avant-textes,
edited by Michael Groden, Daniel Ferrer and Jed Deppman, University of Pennsylvania Press,
2004, pp.250-58.

Hay argues “...” (22).

... (Hay 22).

Journal article, 2
authors

Surname, Given Name(s) and Given Name(s) Surname(s). “Article Title.” Journal Title, vol. #, no. #, year,
pp. ##-##. Container (e.g., research database if applicable), URL or DOI.

Kazempiur, Abdolmohammad and Shiva Sitall Halli. “Neighbourhood Poverty in Canadian Cities.” The
Canadian Journal of Sociology, vol. 25, no. 3, 2000, pp. 369-381. JSTOR,
https://doi.org/10.2307/3341647.

According to Kazempiur and
Halli, “...” (375).

... (Kazempiur and Halli
375).

Journal article with
three or more authors

Surname, Given name(s) of first author, et al. “Article Title.” Journal Title, vol. #, no. #, year, pp. ##-##.
Container (e.g., research database if applicable), URL or DOI.

Grisot, Giulia, et al. “Who’s afraid of Virginia Woolf? Readers’ responses to experimental techniques of
speech, thought and consciousness presentation in Woolf’s To the Lighthouse and Mrs.

Dalloway.” Language and Literature, vol. 29, no. 2, 2020, pp. 103-123, DOI:
10.1177/0963947020924202.

Grisot and colleagues
suggest that “...” (107).

... (Grisot et al. 107).

Online newspaper/
magazine article

Surname, Given Name(s). “Article Title.” Newspaper/Magazine Title, date, URL.

Harlan, Chico. “Americans Adrift.” The Washington Post, 8 Apr. 2017,
https://www.washingtonpost.com/graphics/national/capebreton/?utm_term=.3d99b5be5a22.

Harlan explores ...

... (Harlan).

Page on a website
with an author

Surname, Given Name(s). “Title.” Website Name, date, URL.

Whitfield, Stephen. “Apache Aims to Boost Produced Water Reuse in Permian.” Society of Petroleum
Engineers, 22 Feb. 2018, https://www.spe.org/en/ogf/ogf-article-detail/?art=3923.

Whitfield points out that....

... (Whitfield).
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Page on a website
with a government
author

Government Name. “Title.” Date, URL.

Canada Council for the Arts. “A Statistical Profile of Artists in Canada in 2016.” 27 Nov. 2019,
https://canadacouncil.ca/research/research-library/2019/03/a-statistical-profile-of-artists-in-
canada-in-2016.

According to the Canada
Council for the Arts, 21% of
artists have...

... (Canada Council for the
Arts).

Page on a website
with no author

“Title.” Website Name, date, URL.

“How to Keep Healthy Habits in Mind.” WebMD, 2022, https://www.webmd.com/fithess-
exercise/remember-healthy-habits.

“‘How to Keep Healthy
Habits” explains...

... (‘How to Keep Healthy
Habits”).

PowerPoint slides

Surname, Given Name(s). "Title of Slides." Name of Class, Container, location, date, URL.

Calabrese, Donald. “English 1107: Week 10: Hybridity and Cool Britannia,” English 1107: Reading and
Writing about Media and Culture, Moodle, Cape Breton University, Sydney, 19 Nov. 2018,
https://cbulms2.cbu.ca/moodle/login/index.php.

Calabrese questions ...

... (Calabrese).

Lecture

Surname, Given Name(s). “Title of Lecture” [or just “Lecture” if no title]. Name of Class, date, location.

Russell, Emma. Lecture. English 1107: Reading and Writing about Media and Culture, 14 Oct. 2021,
Cape Breton University, Sydney.

Russell outlines...

... (Russell).

Online video or film

Surname, Given Name(s). “Title.” Container, uploaded by [if different from the author’'s name], date, URL.

Kiberd, Declan. “Literature and 1916.” Raidi6 Teilifis Eireann, 2016,
https://www.rte.ie/centuryireland/index.php/articles/literature-and-1916.

Declan Kiberd points out
that...

... (Kiberd 00:09:02-12).

Dictionary Entry

*Sometimes entries
have authors and if so,
the author’s name
should be included in
the works cited entry
as well.

“Title of Entry.” Dictionary Title, edition [if specified], Publisher [if different from Dictionary Title], date,
page number [if print dictionary] or URL.

“Comprise.” Merriam-Webster, 2022, https://www.merriam-webster.com/dictionary/comprise.

“Comprise” is defined as ...

... (“Comprise”).

Shakespeare’s plays

*Drama written in
verse can often be
cited using this same
format.

Surname, Given Name. Title of Play. Container, contributor(s), version, publisher, date, page range [if
part of a collection or anthology, etc.].

Shakespeare, William. Othello. The Norton Shakespeare, edited by Stephen Greenblatt, 3 ed., W.W.
Norton, 2015, pp. 771-806.

(Play Title act.scene.line
numbers).

(Othello 2.2.11-37).
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