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WE CELEBRATE YOUR LEARNING 
EXPERIENCE EVERY DAY  
BECAUSE THAT’S HOW WE  
GROW TOGETHER. 

At Cape Breton University’s Unama’ki College, we see how proud you are of your Indigenous 
heritage, and we want to help empower you by honouring and embracing the knowledge, 
wisdom and traditions of the Mi’kmaq. One of our proudest traditions is helping carry on yours. 

Here in Unama’ki, the unceded territory of the Mi’kmaq, we believe that by working together 
and providing the right support, your success is inevitable. All you have to do is be yourself, 
study hard, dream of a bright future and then bring it to life. 

As the vibrant heartbeat of Indigenous education at CBU for more than 40 years, Unama’ki 
College offers an environment that embraces the knowledge, wisdom and traditions of 
the Mi’kmaq. From faculty and staff that speak Mi’kmaw to academic courses delivered in 
Mi’kmaw communities, Unama’ki College is the right choice for you.
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Kji-keptin Alexander Denny L’nui’sultimkeweyo’kuom 

The Kji-keptin Alexander Denny L’nui’sultimkeweyo’kuom (KADL) is the Mi’kmaw 
Language Lab of Cape Breton University. In partnership with Mi’kmaw Kina’matnewey 
(MK), KADL conducts and supports Mi’kmaw language research and develops and delivers 
Mi’kmaw language courses and course materials for non/semi-speakers of Mi’kmaw. It also 
engages and mentors Mi’kmaw undergraduate student researchers who are interested in 
working on Mi’kmaw language projects. 

Mi’kmaq Resource Centre (MRC)

The Mi’kmaq Resource Centre is a repository for documents related to Indigenous history 
and culture and a great place to do research. It houses material on customs, education, 
linguistics, residential schools, treaty and Aboriginal rights, traditional knowledge and 
more. The MRC’s collection includes academic theses, articles, scholarly papers, published 
and unpublished reports, books and a range of media. Though the main focus of the MRC 
is Mi’kmaw history and culture, other Indigenous groups including the Passamaquoddy, 
Penobscot, Wolastoqiyik, Abanaki, Innu, Beothuk, Ojibwa and Métis are also represented in 
the holdings. On-site reference assistance is available. 

Mi’kmaq Studies

Since 1990, CBU has offered students the opportunity to enrol in the Bachelor of Arts (BA) 
program with a concentration in Mi’kmaq Studies. The program’s courses were developed 
by Eleanor Johnson, Joe B. Marshall, Sister Dorothy Moore and Murdena Marshall, all of 
whom were Mi’kmaw faculty at CBU, in collaboration with local Mi’kmaw scholar, Dr. Marie 
Battiste, and Sakej Henderson. The BA with a concentration in Mi’kmaq Studies offers 
specialized courses in language, linguistics, governance, history, culture and spirituality. 

In-Community Programming

Unama’ki College has offered the delivery of academic courses in Mi’kmaw communities 
since 1990. These courses can be offered in any Atlantic Canadian community and can be 
customized to meet the specific needs of the community to best provide the right 
academic programming. To date, we have delivered degree programs in as 
many as nine First Nation communities.

Elmitek

Elmitek, a Mi’kmaw expression for showing someone a path to follow, is a one-year program 
designed to transition Mi’kmaw students into full-time study in the BA degree at Cape Breton 
University. If you apply to this program, you’ll take some courses in your community or nearby 
Mi’kmaw communities and some on campus, and you’ll have access to special support to help 
you achieve success. 

Kwitn Program

Kwitn, a Mi’kmaw word for canoe, is a two-year program designed to transition Mi’kmaw 
students into full-time study in a science, technology or business degree at Cape Breton 
University. In the first year, you’ll take a specific set of courses designed to enable you to 
explore opportunities in a variety of fields. In the second year, once you’ve 
chosen your educational path, you’ll have continued access to
tutoring and other support to ensure your success. 

Why UNAMA’KI COLLEGE?
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SPECIALIZED 
STUDENT SERVICES
Two Mi’kmaw Elders in Residence 
provide support for students, faculty  
and staff by sharing Indigenous 
knowledge. They also provide 
motivational support and help students 
develop their cultural identities.  

A full-time, fluent Mi’kmaw-speaking 
Enrolment Services Professional assists 
with scholarship/bursary applications 
and tutoring. The Enrolment Services 
Professional also provides emotional 
support for students missing their  
home communities and families. 

Weekly sessions are available with 
the CBU Writing Centre, the Math and 
Science Centre and the CBU Librarian 
dedicated to Unama’ki College.

A student lounge with study tables, 
computers, comfortable seating and 
kitchenette offers a great place to  
spend your free time.  

Daily bus service is available to and from 
Eskasoni and Membertou First Nation 
communities, as well as from downtown 
Sydney and Glace Bay.

FAST FACTS

TESTIMONIALS

CBU is a leader in Indigenous education with nearly 1,000 Indigenous graduates.

The Associate Vice-President of Indigenous Affairs and Unama’ki College, Stephen Augustine, 
is Mi’kmaw. He is a fluent Mi’kmaw speaker and a Hereditary Chief of the Sante’ Mawio’mi 
(Mi’kmaq Grand Council). Say kwe’ when you see him in a hallway between classes!  

CBU graduates have the option to receive their degree parchment in the Mi’kmaw language.

CBU was the first university in Canada to hold its graduation ceremony in a First Nation 
community - Wagmatcook, Unama’ki. Since then, graduation ceremonies have been held  
in Membertou and Indian Brook, Nova Scotia, and in Listuguj, Quebec.

“ I enjoyed having a Mi’kmaw 
professor, because not only did 
we have a connection and share 
the same culture, but they openly 
shared their stories with the 
class as well. So classmates who 
weren’t of Mi’kmaw culture got to 
hear about those experiences and 
share in that learning with me.”  
Francine Paul, 
Bachelor of Education, 2015

“ I think having the Unama’ki 
College space brings a lot of 
people together, especially for 
first-year students who are trying 
to make the transition from high 
school to university. I found out 
about Unama’ki College in the 
second semester of my first year, 
and since then, it’s been a great 
experience. It allows you to make 
lots of friends and the access to 
resources and people only help 
further your success in school  
and life.” 
Bernard Prosper,  
Bachelor of Arts, 2017

“ Unama’ki College became a 
second family to me. No matter 
where you’re from, whether it’s 
the other end of the island, the 
mainland or across the country, 
they welcome every Indigenous 
student with open arms. They’ve 
been a big help throughout my 
time at CBU, and I feel I can turn  
to them for anything.” 
Kyle Simon,  
Bachelor of Business Administration, 2018
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Unama’ki College Tel: (902) 563-1871
Enrolment Services Tel: (902) 563-1330

Toll Free: 1-800-474-7212 
email: welcome@cbu.ca

1250 Grand Lake Road  
Sydney, Nova Scotia, Canada   
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